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1
METHOD FOR COMPUTER ACCESS
CONTROL BY MEANS OF MOBILE END
DEVICE

BACKGROUND

The invention relates to a method for access control to a
computer by means of a mobile end device, according to the
preamble of claim 1, in particular as described in DE 10
2004 036 366 Al. A mobile end device is understood to be
a mobile phone, smart phone or similar device.

For safeguarding the access to a computer, e.g. worksta-
tion computer, PC, server, notebook, tablet PC or the like,
there is normally requested an authentication of the user to
the computer, for example by entering a PIN (personal
identification number). Upon the successful authentication
the user is granted access to the computer.

A PIN must be remembered by the user and is thus often
forgotten or trifled with, e.g. noted down in a fashion that
can be spied out.

In favor of the user-friendliness, compared to the usage of
a PIN, it is proposed in the prior art to employ mobile phones
for access control to computers.

DE 10 2004 036 366 Al and DE 10 2004 036 374 Al
disclose methods for accessing resources or firmware of a
computer, wherein as soon as a Bluetooth-capable mobile
phone is brought into the capture region of a Bluetooth
radio-interface (e.g. USB Bluetooth stick) of the computer
an authentication is carried out and access is granted. Theft
of the switched-on mobile phone makes possible abusive
access to the computer. DE 10 2004 036 366 Al is assumed
to be the closest prior art.

EP 2 063 380 A2 discloses a user-friendly method for
access control to a PC or similar device having an RFID
reader by means of a mobile phone having an NFC module
(referred to as “third application possibility”). A user brings
the mobile phone in a primary response region of the PC,
authenticates himself and removes the mobile phone from
the primary response region. As long as the mobile phone is
outside the primary, but within a larger, secondary response
region of the PC, the user is assumed to be present at the PC.
Only upon leaving also the secondary response region e.g.
the keyboard of the PC is blocked or the screen saver is
activated and for the access to the PC a new authentication
is required. If the user inadvertently leaves the secondary
response region, e.g. when he walks back and forth with the
mobile phone in the room during a phone call, a new
authentication is required.

Under the designation ARM trustzone architecture there is
known a two-part runtime architecture of the company ARM
for a microprocessor system, which architecture comprises
two runtime environments. A first insecure runtime environ-
ment, referred to as “normal zone” or “normal world”, is
controlled by a normal operating system. A second secured
or trustworthy runtime environment, referred to as “trust-
zone” or “trusted world” or “secure world”, is controlled by
a security operating system.

The normal operating system can be for example a
common operating system, such as Android, Windows
Phone, Symbian or the like.

The applicant of the present patent application manufac-
tures and sells under the brand name MOBICORE a security
operating system for chips to be implemented into mobile
end devices.
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2
SUMMARY

The invention is based on the object to create a particu-
larly user-friendly and at the same time secure method for
access control to a computer by means of a mobile end
device.

The method according to claim 1 is arranged for access
control to a computer by means of a mobile end device, the
mobile end device and the computer each comprising a
contactless interface. Using the contactless interfaces, an
authentication to the computer is carried out with the mobile
end device and upon a successful authentication the access
to the computer is granted or maintained. The method is
characterized in that for preparing the authentication, a
certificate is loaded into the mobile end device from a
portable data carrier separate from the mobile end device,
and that for authentication, authentication data comprising
the certificate or obtained from the certificate are made
available to the computer from the mobile end device via the
contactless interfaces.

The user does not have to remember access data such as
e.g. a PIN or a password here. Due to the fact that first the
certificate is loaded into the end device from the data carrier,
it is guaranteed, on the other hand, that the loss of the
switched-on end device does not immediately automatically
make possible the access to the computer. The method is
thus more secure than e.g. the methods of DE 10 2004 036
366 Al and DE 10 2004 036 374 Al.

Therefore, according to claim 1 there is created a particu-
larly user-friendly and at the same time secure method for
access control to a computer by means of a mobile end
device.

Upon carrying out the authentication for the first time, the
access to the computer is preferably granted, e.g. the login
to the computer is carried out. Upon a repeated carrying out
of the authentication, the access to the computer is prefer-
ably maintained, e.g. the login on the computer is main-
tained.

As contactless interfaces there are provided NFC inter-
faces for example in the end device and at the computer,
selectively firmly integrated or attached. In particular in the
computer the contactless interface can be provided in a
separate pluggable or plugged token, e.g. USB token.

Selectively,

by the contactless interface of the computer there is sent

at least one authentication invitation or/and are prefer-
ably sent authentication invitations in regular time
intervals, and

upon the receiving, by the contactless interface of the

mobile end device, of an authentication invitation or
preferably upon each receiving, by the contactless
interface of the mobile end device, of an authentication
invitation, the authentication data are made available to
the computer from the mobile end device.

As soon as the mobile end device is in the capture region
of the contactless interface of the computer, it can thus
receive an authentication invitation of the computer. In
reaction to the receipt of an authentication invitation, the
carrying out of the authentication is directly prompted.

In the preferred case, namely that authentication invita-
tions are sent in regular time intervals, the computer, in other
words, carries out a polling method for presence detection
vis-a-vis the mobile end device, in order to grant access to
the computer upon a first successful authentication and to
maintain it upon subsequent successful authentications.

The time interval between two successive authentication
invitations selectively lies in the time range of 10 seconds to
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5 minutes, selectively in the time range of 30 seconds to 5
minutes, for example at approximately 1 minute or 2 min-
utes or 3 minutes.

If in reaction to an authentication invitation no or false
authentication data are received at the computer, the access
to the computer is preferably blocked—in particular, if it has
just been granted—, or at least not granted.

According to a development,

by the contactless interface of the computer there is sent

at least one authentication invitation or/and are prefer-
ably sent authentication invitations in regular time
intervals, and

upon the receiving, by the contactless interface of the

mobile end device, of an authentication invitation or of
at least some authentication invitations, a user input is
requested, upon the entering of the requested user input
into the end device the authentication data being made
available to the computer from the mobile end device.

According to the development, for one or some authen-
tication invitations, the receipt of an authentication invita-
tion sent by the computer, e.g. polling message, leads only
indirectly to the authentication in the end device. The
authentication invitation provokes the output of a request to
the user of the end device to perform an input at the end
device, for example to actuate a key of the keyboard or an
active touch field on the display. Only in reaction to the input
at the end device the authentication is prompted and the
authentication data are made available to the computer. As
a result, the user of the end device has the possibility to
actively make a declaration of will to obtain access at the
computer.

Selectively, the authentication according to the develop-
ment, with input at the end device by the user, is carried out
upon a first authentication upon which the access to the
computer is granted. Selectively, in case of subsequent
authentications for maintaining the access to the computer,
the authentication is carried out directly in reaction to the
receipt of an authentication invitation without input by the
user. Thus, it is sufficient, as soon as one has logged in on
the computer (has reached a status access granted), to leave
the mobile end device sufficiently close to the computer in
order to remain logged in on the computer (in order to
maintain the status access granted).

Selectively, all the authentications are effected without
input by the user, e.g. directly in reaction to the receipt of an
authentication invitation, in particular also that authentica-
tion by which the access is granted, i.e. by which the user is
shifted from the logged-off state to the logged-in state. Such
a method without input by the user is particularly user-
friendly.

According to an advantageous configuration of the
method, the certificate has a limited-time validity which is
limited in time for a predetermined period of validity. A
successful authentication with the certificate is possible only
at most within the period of validity of the certificate. The
limited-time validity of the certificate has the advantage that
after the expiration of the certificate an access to the com-
puter can no longer be established automatically. The period
of validity of the certificate is for example 24 hours begin-
ning with the day on which the certificate has been loaded
into the mobile end device. Alternatively, the period of
validity is for example one or several hours beginning with
the loading of the certificate into the end device. During the
period of validity the access to the computer is granted
or/and maintained, as soon as or as long as the mobile end
device is located in the capture region of the contactless
interface of the computer, and where applicable, as soon as
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an authentication invitation has been additionally received
whereupon an authentication has been carried out.

Selectively, upon an attempt of authentication which is
carried out outside the period of validity of the certificate, it
is requested that a certificate is loaded into the mobile end
device anew, in particular loaded from a or the portable data
carrier into the end device.

Selectively, while the authentication is carried out or/and
while the authentication invitation is received the mobile
end device is operated in a power-saving mode with
restricted functionality of the end device, e.g. in a sleep
mode, in which in particular the display of the end device is
switched off. This avoids that upon the authentications
always the complete functionality of the end device is
supplied with energy. Thus, the energy source (accumulator)
of the end device is only slightly used and remains service-
able for a long time, without having to be loaded with energy
again.

Selectively, for authentication, in particular upon the
receiving of an authentication invitation, the mobile end
device is shifted from an extremely power-saving first mode,
e.g. standby mode, with extremely restricted functionality of
the end device to a second mode in which at least the
carrying out of the authentication is possible. By the authen-
tication invitation the end device is thus woken up and the
authentication carried out. Preferably, the end device is
shifted back to the first mode after the authentication. The
second mode can here selectively also be already an energy-
saving mode, e.g. sleep mode, in which e.g. the display is
switched off. Operating the end device in a still more
economical mode outside the authentications additionally
saves energy.

Selectively, the mobile end device comprises a secured
runtime environment and has e.g. the security operating
system Mobicore implemented in an ARM architecture. In
this case, the certificate is loaded into the mobile end device
under the management of the secured runtime environment
and the authentication data are made available to the com-
puter under the management of the secured runtime envi-
ronment. This prevents a tampering with the certificate in the
end device. Selectively, the certificate and the authentication
data in the end device are managed by a login application,
a so-called login trustlet implemented under the security
operating system.

Selectively, the contactless interfaces are operated using a
per se known method for increasing the range, in particular
peer-to-peer-mode or/and active load modulation. This
allows the end device to be removed further from the
computer without the end device being logged off the
computer.

Selectively, as a portable data carrier there is employed an
electronic identification document, e.g. electronic national
identity card nPA or electronic passport ePass. Selectively,
the certificate is created in the data carrier, e.g. nPA or ePass.
Selectively, the certificate is employed directly as authenti-
cation data.

Selectively, the making available of the authentication
data by the end device to the computer is prompted by an
input at the end device. This variant is advantageous in
particular for granting access, i.e. for logging in, and in
particular in the case when the computer sends authentica-
tion invitations in longer regular time intervals. The user can
thus immediately log in to the end device by means of the
input and does not have to wait until the computer polls the
end device. In particular, in this variant the input selectively
provokes that the computer sends an authentication invita-
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tion to the end device, whereupon the end device sends the
authentication data to the computer.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the following, the invention is explained in more detail
on the basis of exemplary embodiments and with reference
to the FIGURE, in which there is shown:

FIG. 1 a system for illustrating the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF VARIOUS
EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 shows a system for illustrating the invention. The
system comprises an NFC-capable mobile end device 10, an
electronic national identity card nPA as portable data carrier
20 and a computer 30. The end device 10 and the computer
30 respectively have an NFC interface, via which an NFC
connection between the end device 10 and the computer 30
can be established. A login software is coupled with the NFC
interface of the computer 30. In the end device 10 there is
implemented a security operating system Mobicore with a
secured runtime environment in which a login trustlet is
implemented. The electronic national identity card nPA
likewise has a contactless interface.

If'a login (an access grant) to computer 30 is to be carried
out on end device 10, in a preparatory step (arrow no. 1),
first, via a contactless connection between the end device 10
and the electronic national identity card nPA 20, the end
device 10 is loaded with a certificate valid for a limited time
from the electronic national identity card nPA 20. The end
device 10 is now ready for the login.

The login software of the computer 30 sends via the NFC
interface polling messages as authentication invitations
every minute. As soon as the end device 10 is brought from
outside the capture region into the capture region of the NFC
interface of the computer 30, the login software sends a
polling message, provoked by this bringing in, as authenti-
cation invitation, so that the user does not have to wait until
the next polling message. In reaction to the authentication
invitation, the login trustlet sends the certificate as authen-
tication data to the computer 30 (arrow no. 2).

The login software of the computer 30 checks the certifi-
cate and in the no-error case grants access to the computer,
i.e. logs the user of the end device 10 in on the computer 30.

The user places the end device 10 beside the computer 30,
whose login software continues to send polling messages as
authentication invitations every minute. As long as the end
device 10 is in the capture region of the computer 30, a
successful authentication is carried out every minute and the
access or login on the computer 30 is maintained. If in
reaction to a polling message no or false authentication data
are received at the computer 30, the access to the computer
30 is blocked.

As soon as the end device 10 is again in the capture region
of the NFC interface of the computer 30, the access is
granted again, i.e. the login is restored, assuming that this
happens within the validity range of the certificate.

If the end device 10 is brought into the capture region of
the NFC interface of the computer 30 outside the period of
validity of the certificate, the login software of the computer
30 recognizes that the certificate is no longer valid and
prevents the login. If the certificate expires, while the end
device 10 is logged in on the computer 30, the end device 10
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6

will be logged off and can only be logged on again, after a
valid certificate has been reloaded into the end device 10.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for access control to a computer by means of
a mobile end device, wherein the mobile end device and the
computer each comprise a contactless interface, wherein,
using the contactless interfaces, an authentication to the
computer is carried out with the mobile end device and upon
a successtul authentication the access to the computer is
granted or maintained, wherein:

for preparing the authentication, a certificate is loaded

into the mobile end device from a portable data carrier
separate from the mobile end device;

for authentication, authentication data comprising the

certificate or obtained from the certificate are made
available to the computer from the mobile end device
via the contactless interfaces, the authentication data
being sent in response to an authentication invitation
sent at an interval by the computer;

the certificate has a limited-time validity which is limited

in time for a predetermined period of validity;

upon an attempt of authentication which is carried out

outside the period of validity of the certificate, it is
requested that a certificate is loaded into the mobile end
device anew loaded from the portable data carrier into
the mobile end device; and

upon receiving an authentication invitation, the mobile

end device is shifted from a power-saving first mode
with restricted functionality of the mobile end device to
a power-saving second mode with restricted function-
ality of the mobile end device in which at least the
carrying out of the authentication is possible, the
power-saving first mode having more restricted func-
tionality than the power-saving second mode.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein

upon the receiving, by the contactless interface of the

mobile end device, of an authentication invitation or of
at least some authentication invitations by the contact-
less interface of the mobile end device, a user input is
requested, wherein upon the entering of the requested
user input into the mobile end device the authentication
data are made available to the computer from the
mobile end device.

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein the mobile
end device comprises a secured runtime environment, and
wherein the certificate is loaded into the mobile end device
under management of the secured runtime environment and
the authentication data are made available to the computer
under the management of the secured runtime environment.

4. The method according to claim 1, wherein an electronic
identification document is employed as a portable data
carrier, and wherein the certificate is selectively created in
the data carrier.

5. The method according to claim 1, wherein the making
available of the authentication data by the mobile end device
to the computer is prompted by an input at the mobile end
device.

6. The method according to claim 1, wherein the power-
saving first mode is a standby mode.

7. The method according to claim 1, wherein the power-
saving second mode is a sleep mode in which the display of
the mobile end device is switched off.
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